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STATEMENT ISSUED BY NEGRO LEADERS FROM
EVERY AREA OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
JULY 30, 1954

THE SPOTLIGHT OF OUR NATION AND OF THE WORLD OF FREE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLES IS UPON
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI TODAY. THEY ARE LOOKING TO SEE WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO.
EVEN THE KREMLIN ENEMIES OF DEMOCRACY ARE WATCHING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CATCH US IN
A MOMENT OF WEAKNESS AND TO RIDICULE OUR INSTITUTIONS. FACING SUCH A CHALLENGE WE
PRAY GOD THAT WE MAY NOT FAIL IN OUR DUTY TOWARD OUR STATE, TOWARD DEMOCRACY AND
TOWARD OUR PEOPLE. IN THIS HOUR OF DESTINY AND FOR THE SAKE OF OUR POSTERITY WE
CANNOT DO OTHERWISE THAN TAKE OUR STAND FOR THE IDEALS OF OUR AMERICA AND THE WHOLE
FREE WORLD—FOR JUSTICE, HUMAN BROTHERHOOD AND EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL.
1.

Respect for law is the foundation of a free democratic society. Therefore,
becauseof the obligations*of citizenship and because'any*effort to circum
vent the law would be "in derogation of the paramount allegiance of the
citizens of the state to the government of the United States," and, therefore,
in violation of Article 3, Section 7, of the Constitution of the State of
Mississippi, we can do no other than to endorse and abide by the decision
of May 17, 1954 of the Supreme Court of the United States.

II.

We call to the attention of all the citizens of Mississippi the urgent need
to provide at once the additional desperately needed classrooms for the
education of the children of the state. We invite all citizens to join hands
to work for this common goal of more and better schools for every school
child in Mississippi.

III.

As an aid to preparation and to help create that spiritual climate of under
standing and mutual respect so necessary to the helpful achievement of these
goals we propose the following considered action: That Negroes be appointed
on all policy making Boards and Conjmittee? at all levels in matters of human
relations,

IV,

As a representative committee we respectfully request that our state leaders
and agencies will pot ask us to do those things which will destroy pur influ
ence with our own people. It is our declared aim to continue to do all in
our power to preserve the present good relationship between the races that we
have in Mississippi and to be worthy of the respect of citizens of both races.

V.

Let us, therefore, rally to one standard-to remove as soon as possible from
the lives of our children, both Negro and white, those severe penalties which
they now suffer because of an inadequate and segregated system of education.
The time has come to strike our tents of apathy, fear and reaction and to
move forward together toward a bright future of greater opportunity for all.
This we can do if we face this issue in the light of Christian vision and
with faith in our fellowmen.

VI.

The satisfactory solution of the school problem is the keystone for the solu
tion of many of the other vital problems in the state of Mississippi. The
only solution to the school problem that Mississippi can morally and finan
cially afford, and at the same time will meet the approval of the United
States Supreme Court, is to consolidate and integrate the present schools on
all levels and then equalize and expand within the framework of consolidation
and integration. After these schools have become consolidated and integrated,
equalization can then take place rapidly throughout the State within the
ability of the State to pay. The principal requirement under the consolidated
and integrated program is that each child must attend the school nearest his
or her home. In a state where the population of the two principal racial
groups is approximately equal, it is not commendable but nevertheless true,
that even under a consolidated and integrated program in Mississippi, the
attendance in these schools will be largely white or largely colored, for the
present at least, inasmuch as the residential areas are largely segregated.
The end results of equalization within the framework of consolidation and
integration will be a more enlightened, courageous and economically secure
populace and thereby a better State, Country and World,

